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PLANNING COMMITTEE REFORM 

The Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government published the national scheme of 

delegation on 1 June 2026, confirming that planning committee reform takes effect on 31 October 

2026. Under the new framework, most housing applications compliant with a local authority's 

approved development plan will be decided by officers without going to committee.   

The reform creates a two-tier delegation framework. Tier A covers minor and technical applications, 

which must be decided by officers with no referral to committee. Tier B covers larger applications 

and carries a presumption of officer decision; a planning committee can only take a Tier B application 

if both the planning committee chair and the chief planning officer agree. For straightforward 

residential schemes that comply with the local development plan, the effect is to remove the 

committee stage from the approval pathway. This effectively removes the current right of a ward 

member to “call in” an application for determination by the planning committee. 

The change draws on powers in the Planning and Infrastructure Act 2025, which introduced a range 

of consenting reforms aimed at accelerating housing delivery toward the government's 1.5 million 

homes target. 

AGE FRIENDLY AMBASSADORS 

Ashford is part of the UK Age-Friendly Communities Network and are looking for volunteers 

aged 50+ to help make the borough an even better place to grow older. 

Age Friendly Ambassadors will help raise awareness of issues affecting older people, share local 

feedback and ideas and support age-friendly initiatives across Ashford. The role is flexible and can fit 

around volunteers’ existing commitments.  

Ambassadors receive training, ongoing support and expenses reimbursement.  

If anyone is interested, more information is available on the link below: 

Age Friendly Ambassador - Ashford - Involve Kent 

Please spread the word to residents, volunteers, community groups and anyone aged 50+ who may 

be interested. 

WATER SUPPLY REVIEW CONSULTATION 

Ashford Borough Council’s Overview and Scrutiny Committee has established a Task Group to review 

water supply resilience and infrastructure across the borough.  

The review has been launched following recent water supply incidents that affected residents, 

businesses and communities in Ashford Borough. The Task Group is seeking to better understand 

local experiences, the impact of these incidents, future challenges and potential opportunities for 

improvement. 

As part of its evidence gathering, the Task Group invited residents, businesses, community 

organisations and local councils to share their views through a public consultation to help 

understand: 

https://involvekent.org.uk/jobs/age-friendly-ambassador-ashford/


• Local experiences of water supply issues. 

• The impact water supply disruption has had on residents, businesses and communities.  

• Whether people feel current water supply infrastructure is resilient enough to meet future 

needs. 

• How effectively information and support were provided during recent incidents.  

• What improvements could be made to strengthen resilience and response in future.  

The Task Group is also gathering evidence from a range of organisations, including water companies, 

regulators and other stakeholders, to support its review. All responses received through the 

consultation will be considered as part of the Task Group’s evidence gathering and may be used to 

inform its findings and recommendations. 

This will help inform the Task Group’s review and support the development of recommendations 

around water supply resilience and infrastructure in Ashford Borough.  

 

Cllr Simon Betty 

Ward Member for Bircholt 

 

 

 


