MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BROOK PARISH COUNCIL 
ON 18th NOVEMBER 2021 HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL
Present:

Cllr Tomkins(Chair)


Cllr Betts 
Cllr Betty



Cllr Finn
Cllr Jessop




In attendance:


The Clerk

	





To be actioned by

	1.
	To receive and approve apologies for absence.
	

	
	Apologies for absence had been received from Cllr Medhurst

	

	2.
	To receive declarations of interest (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests and Other Significant Interests). The nature as well as the existence of any such interest must be declared.
	

	
	Cllr Finn declared an interest in the planning application of reserved matters due to the proximity of her house to the application.
Cllr Jessop declared an interest in the stile as it is on her land.


	

	3.
	To approve the minutes of the meetings held on 14th October 2021
	

	
	The minutes of the previous meeting were signed as a true copy.

	

	4.
	To discuss matters arising from the above minutes not covered by the agenda
	

	
	Cllr Tomkins had reported the potholes to Kent Highways.  He had also reported the layby outside the school. 
Cllr Jessop explained that she had completed a form at the request of the PROW officer who has said the stile is to be replaced with a self-closing gate.  No installation date for this is known at present.


	

	5.
	Public session: To receive questions and comments from the public on any agenda item.
	

	
	There were no public in attendance.


	

	6.
	Financial matters:
	

	
	To note/authorise the following:

i. To note the Parish Council’s financial position

The Parish Council has £8751.23 in the bank with two outstanding payments.

ii. To authorise any payments

There were no cheques to be signed.

iii. To approve the budget for 2022/23
The budget had been circulated and was approved by the Parish Council

iv. To agree the precept for 2022/23

The precept for 2022/23 was agreed at £11,500.
The Clerk is to find costs for benches.


	

	7.
	The Land Mapping Commission
	

	
	The Clerk had circulated a letter regarding Ashford Borough Council’s Land Mapping Commission.
Simon Betty explained the Commission was set up in October and is looking to ensure parts of the land are identified to protect villages and green buffers to keep separation of the built settlements.  It is thought that this is in response to the Government’s White Paper.  A communication from the Land Mapping Commission is expected regarding land use to decide what areas should be protected, a measured and considered response will be required.

	

	8.
	To receive the planning report
	

	
	Planning reports have been circulated.  A Planning application of reserved matters has been received for the land next door to Stonebridge House, the Parish Council could consider whether it meets each of the HOU3a criteria.


	

	9.
	To receive any updates on Highways/Environment
	

	
	 Cllr Tomkins will report the drainage under the road at the Sankey Farm end of the village.
Cllr Jessop reported that she had spoken to the gentleman at The Granary who had been communicating with the Environmental Agency and also with Damian Collins.  If he does not received a satisfactory response, he is to attend the next meeting to discuss the matter.


	

	10.
	To receive any update regarding the Village Hall
	

	
	The AGM is on the 1st December, all are invited.

	

	11.
	To receive any update regarding the Newsletter
	

	
	The newsletter has been printed and will be delivered to each house.

	

	12.
	To receive a Caretaker Report
	

	
	The Caretaker is doing a good job.


	

	13.
	To consider any changes to the Risk Assessment
	

	
	There is no change to the Risk Assessment.

	

	14.
	Any Other Business (for information purposes only):
	

	
	Cllr Betty highlighted the Hollie Guard app and the Ask for Angela App, following the KALC meeting he attended, as referenced in the report that was circulated.
Cllr Betty suggested that the Parish Council could consider bi-monthly meetings.  This is to be discussed at the next meeting.

Cllrs Tomkins and Jessop had attended the Mayor’s Environmental day and had learned about community gardens, the repair sheds etc.

Cllr Jessop suggested an area of the recreation ground could be turned to wildflower meadow – this can be discussed with the Caretaker.


	

	15.
	Date of next meeting – 17th February 2022 at 5.00pm
17th March 2022
                                           21st April 2022


                     

9th May 2022


	

	
	The meeting closed at 6.00pm
	


Signed: …………………………………………………………………

Date: ………………………………………………………………..
